Four Baseball Legends

Introduction
In this report, I am going to examine four of the greatest baseball players of all time. First, I will write about George Herman Ruth, otherwise known as The Babe. Second, I will write about Denton True Young, called by the nickname Cy. Third, I will write about Jack Roosevelt Robinson, called Jackie. And, last but not least, I will write about Mickey Charles Mantle. He did not have a nickname.

These four men, although all legendary baseball players, had very different lives. I will try to determine what made each great by looking at their personal histories and their baseball histories. I will also list some of the highlights of their careers.

Babe Ruth

Personal History

Babe Ruth was born in 1895 in Baltimore, Maryland. By all accounts, he did not have a happy childhood. He was sent to a school for juvenile delinquents when he was ten years old. Although he was taught how to be a tailor, his only true love was baseball. By the time he was twelve he was a star on the school's varsity team. Babe Ruth lived an extravagant life. He was a hero to many people. He died in 1948.

Baseball History

When he was eighteen, The Babe was offered his first paying job as a baseball player by a minor league team. In 1914 he debuted as a pitcher for the Boston Red Sox. He started playing outfield in 1918 so that he could bat more often. In 1919, Babe Ruth was sold to the New York Yankees, where he went on to set records in every aspect of the game. To this day, people in Boston are still angry about losing The Babe to the Yankees.

Career Highlights

Ruth was the first player to hit fifty or more home runs in a single season three times.

He hit sixty home runs in 1927, and 714 over the course of his career.

He struck out 1,330 times. He walked 2,056 times. Ruth was the home-run champion twelve times.

Cy Young

Personal History

Cy Young was born in 1867and raised on a farm in Gilmore, Ohio, a very rural area. He was a typical farm boy until he was twenty-two, when he started to play professional baseball. He wore shabby clothes that didn't fit right, and he was often teased because he was from the country. After he finished playing baseball, he went back to his farm in Ohio, where he lived until 1955.

Baseball History

Cy Young begin pitching in the big leagues in 1890, for Cleveland. He earned his nickname because people said he could throw a baseball as fast as a cyclone. His career ended in 1911, but his name lives on. At the end of every baseball season the Cy Young award is given to the best pitcher in the National League and in the American League.

Career Highlights

Young pitched in 906 games. He won twenty or more games in sixteen seasons. In five of them, he won more than thirty games!

Young was the first pitcher in history to throw three no-hit, no-run games. 

He had a total of 511 major-league victories.

He struck out 2,819 batters over the course of his career.

Jackie Robinson

Personal History

Jackie Robinson was born in 1919on a sharecropper's run-down cotton farm in Georgia, but he grew up in California. He attended the University of California at Los Angeles, where he ran track as well as played football, basketball, and baseball. He dropped out of college to go into the army during World War II. He enlisted as a private but was promoted until he achieved the rank of an officer. Robinson retired from baseball in 1957 and started a career in public affairs. He died in 1972.

Baseball History

Jackie Robinson started playing professional baseball when he was discharged from the army. Since he was African-American, he had to play for the Negro league. However, in 1945 when Branch Rickey, the owner and general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, decided to integrate baseball, he offered Robinson a place on the team. In 1947 Jackie Robinson became the first black player in Major League Baseball. He suffered terrible insults and prejudice from both fans and players, but he endured with strength and dignity.

Career Highlights

Robinson played in 1,382 major-league games.

He had a life-time batting average of .311.

He had 197 stolen bases. He stole home nineteen times!

He was the first African-American to:

Be chosen to receive the Most Valuable Player award

To win a major-league batting championship

To be elected to the baseball Hall of Fame

Mickey Mantle

Personal History

Mickey Mantle was born in 1931 in Oklahoma. His father decided from the beginning that he would be a baseball player, and even named him after Mickey Cochrane, his baseball idol. Mickey's childhood was spent learning how to play the game. As he grew, he also started playing football. However, in high school he developed a progressive bone marrow disease which ended his football career. He suffered many injuries and ailments throughout his life, which ended in 1995.

Baseball History

Mantle started playing baseball in 1949 for a minor league team. He was the shortstop. He worked hard to make it to the major leagues. In 1951 he went to play for the New York Yankees as an outfielder. He was a switch hitter who could bat from either side of the plate. However, his debut was less than spectacular and he was sent back to the minor leagues. Shortly, he was called back up, and he started his career as a power hitter.

Career Highlights

Mantle hit home runs left-handed and right-handed in the same game ten times.

He was the only switch hitter to hit more than 500 home runs.

He was the ninth player in history to win the batting, home runs and runs batter in championships in the same year.

He won the Most Valuable Player award three times.

He hit eighteen home runs in the World Series.

He struck out more than 1,500 times.

Conclusion

If you ask five different baseball fans who they think are the greatest players of all time, you will hear five different answers. Ruth, Young, Robinson, and Mantle may not be the only great baseball legends, but they are four names near the top of every fan's list.

